
The Upper Salford Swiftwater 

Rescue Team was established 

in 2006.  After multiple large 

area flooding events that had 

occurred, we saw the need to 

be better trained and better 

equipped to handle flooding 

events and the rescues that 

ultimately come with them.  

Since that time the team has 

undergone extensive and reoc-

curring training, equipment 

acquisition and professional/

administrative development.  

Fast forward to today the team 

has a roster of over 20 mem-

bers that are trained to the 

technician level in Swiftwater 

rescue (WRER, EBOR, ALSR, 

IRER). In addition to that we 

have more than 12 additional 

members who have more than 

2 levels of water rescue train-

ing and are in pursuit of techni-

cian level training.  

The team now has an in-

creased Swiftwater fleet of 4 

boats.  The newest boat (SW78

-3) is located at Station 89 to 

help decrease our team re-

sponse times.    

Special Service 78 serves as 

our “anchor” vehicle and con-

tains a large complement of 

the equipment needed for 

Swiftwater rescue.   

Most recently in late 2024 the 

team went through the exten-

sive process of being vetted 

and now certified as a PEMA 

Type 1-A Swiftwater rescue 

team.  We are now one of the 4 

Type 1-A teams in the county.  

This achievement most im-

portantly recognizes our com-

mitment to the highest level of 

training and capability.   It is 

our intent to always put the 

needs of our local area first 

before considering team de-

ployment via PEMA to other 

areas.  

We hope that this letter helped 

provide a more formal update 

on the status of the team.  We 

are excited to continue to grow 

and would love the chance to 

work more closely with our 

regional departments to sup-

port their Swiftwater rescue 

needs.  

How the team works 

The Upper Salford Swiftwater 

Rescue Team can be easily 

requested on any scene simply 

by requesting that Montgomery 

County dispatch Station 78 for 

their Swiftwater units.  When 

SW78-1 is dispatched it will 

automatically notify all the 

members from 78/52/89 that 

are assigned to the team. 

Members will respond to their 

assigned station and units will 

respond to the scene, as a 

team.  The team will also as-

sign a Team Leader enroute 

that will typically go the scene 

directly and make contact with 

the local OIC to be briefed and 

work with unified command to 

direct the incoming water res-

cue  resources.  

During large storms or pre-

planned events we will stand 

up the team and pre-position 

those assets and members in 

key locations to support the 

region.   

You can also add SW78-1 to 

your boxes/resource lists of 

marine/Swiftwater resources 

with the county if you wish to 

ensure that we are automati-

cally added or will be called if 

you simply ask for more re-

sources.  

Upper Salford Swiftwater Rescue Team — Station 78 

Summary of Swiftwater capable units: 

• Special Service 78 

• Small rescue body 

truck with full comple-

ment of water rescue 

equipment 

• Swiftwater 78-1 

• 30 HP prop motor on 

a 14’ inflatable boat 

• Carries an additional 

Rapid Deployment 

Craft (banana) boat 

• Swiftwater 78-2 

• 30 HP prop motor on 

a 14’ inflatable boat 

• Carries an additional 

Rapid Deployment 

Craft (banana) boat 

• Swiftwater 78-3 

• Staged at Station 89 

and hauled with Utility 

89 

• 40 HP prop motor on 

a 14’ inflatable boat 

• Carries an additional 

Rapid Deployment 

Craft (banana) boat 

• Swiftwater 78-4 

• 30 HP jet style motor 

on a 14’ inflatable 

boat 
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Team Leadership Contact 

Information:  

Justin Kulp Phone: 610-637-7303 

Email: jkulp785@gmail.com 

Chris Abate Phone: 610-324-2580 

Email: abate.chris78@gmail.com 

Tom Burgmeier Phone: 610-656-4296 

Email: burgmeier78@hotmail.com 
The Upper Salford Swiftwater Rescue Team strives to provide professional Swiftwater rescue 

services with volunteer and qualified forces.   

Water rescue is dangerous business and we take that responsibility seriously.   

 

Want to learn more?  

Interested in setting up a joint 

training or a meeting with your 

officers/leadership to better 

plan how we can assist your 

team?  

Please contact us below 


